
In this short video, we will talk about the JMU math placement exam and what you need to know before 

you get started… 

We will start with our goal of the exam followed by the “who”, “what”, “how”, “when”, and “where”.   

Our goal is to place you in the appropriate level mathematics course that aligns with your major 

and your current mathematical skills for your academic success.  You only get one shot at taking 

the MPE so it is in your best interest to understand the importance of taking the exam seriously.   

 

1. What is the Math Placement Exam?   It is a 90-minute exam that uses math problems to 

evaluate your current level of mathematical knowledge and ability in relation to the areas of 

calculus and statistics.  Your score in each area is used to place you into the correct level math 

course.   

2.    

Who takes the Math Placement Exam?  All incoming undergraduate students, freshman and 

transfer students, MUST take the MPE.  It is a required step in the One Book process and you 

cannot progress until you have completed the exam.  All students, regardless of your major, math 

ability, or existing math credit are required to take the MPE.  It is critical to your success and 

there is simply no getting around it.  

 

3. How are my MPE scores used?  By now you should have reviewed the 1st-semester enrollment 

worksheets we prepared for you based on your intended major and degree type in a previous 

module.  As you can tell from the worksheets, some majors require calculus, some statistics, and 

some majors do not require a specific math topic.  If your major enrollment worksheet indicates 

a math course is required for your first semester, you will use your score to determine which 

math course you need to enroll in for the fall semester.   

If a math course is not required for the fall semester, you will use your score when you do enroll 

in a math course.  The MyMadison system will not allow you to enroll in a higher level math 

course than your score recommends.      

 

4. When do I take the MPE?  You may take the MPE anytime but you should take it at least by May 

31st in order to progress through the One Book steps in a timely fashion. We recommend 

planning on a full 90 minutes to complete the exam but if you must stop part way through you 

may save the exam and restart it later.  

 

5. Where can I take the MPE?  At home or anywhere from a computer.  The exam is available 

through our learning management system, Canvas, and is accessible once you have an e-ID.  

 

6. That’s scary, what is it? (difficult math problem – Sheldon?)  You may see problems on the exam 

you have not been exposed to and that is OK.  Just work the problems to the best of your ability.  

And by the way, when I say “your ability” that means NO assistance.  No calculators.  No parents.  

No siblings.  No friends.  Wait, did she really say NO CALCULATORS???  Indeed I did.  The use of 

calculators or any assistance when taking this exam is considered a JMU honor code violation and 

since you are now officially a JMU student, the JMU honor code pertains to you.  

 



7. Can I prepare for the exam?  Absolutely!  Take advantage of the Sample MPE we offer for 

practice purposes.  This .pdf file presents math problems, and the solutions, so you may brush-up 

on your skills prior to attempting the MPE.   

 

 

8. The goal of this is what again?  The goal of the MPE is for you to be successful in your academic 

career by placing you in the proper mathematics class for your major based on your math skill 

knowledge and ability.  We urge you to take the exam seriously as it is a balance between your 

math abilities and success in your major.  If you do not take the exam seriously, you may find 

yourself starting in a math course lower than your abilities which could result in taking classes 

you did not need.  On the flip side, we do not want you enrolled in a class you are not prepared 

for.  Remember, our goal here is your success! 

 

 

9. What are my takeaways from this video? 

 

a. This is an important exam and should be taken seriously 

b. Ideally I should take it when I have 90 minutes to concentrate 

c. No assistance of any kind is allowed 

d. I only get one chance 

e. It is mandatory 

 

 

10. Are you ready for it?  Review all five modules and click the Mandatory Confirmation link on the 

left.  Once you have confirmed you have reviewed all the Prepare for Class Enrollment modules, 

the next One Book step will open and you may begin the exam.  

 

 

 


